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constitutionally exercised ? The Commons have a control over the power
of the Crown by the privilege, in extreme cases, of refusing the Supplies,
and the Crown has, by means of its power to dissolve the House of
Commons, a control upon any violent and rash proceedings on the part
of the Commons; but if a majority of this House (House of Lords) is to
have the power whenever they please of opposing the declared and
decided wishes both of the Crown and the people, without any means
of modifying that power, then this country is placed entirely under the
influence of an uncontrollable oligarchy, I say that if a majority of
this House should have the power of acting adversely to the Crown and
Commons, and was determined to exercise that power without being
liable to check or control, the Constitution is completely altered, and
the Government of this country is not a limited monarchy; it is no
longer, my Lords, the Crown, the Lords, the Commons, but a House of
Lords—a separate oligarchy—governing absolutely the others, On these
grounds we tendered that advice to His Majesty which we were well
justified by the spirit and by the letter of the Constitution in tendering,
nay, more, which, under the circumstances, it was our imperative duty
to tender, considering tho consequences that were likely to result from
the failure of the measure/
We cannot doubt then, Sir, that the advice we have rendered to the
Crown—and which the Grown has accepted—is warranted by the con-
stitutional principles, and that we are following in spirit and almost to
the letter the precedent set by the great Whig statesman of 1832. I
need hardly add that we do not desire to see the prerogative exercised,
and that we trust that the necessity for its exercise may be avoided.
There is nothing derogatory or humiliating to a great party in admitting
defeat, No one asks thorn to accept the defeat as final, They have only
to convince their fellow-countrymen that they are right and we are
wrong, and they can repeal our Bill. Believing, as we do, that the chances
of a satisfactory issue may thereby be improved, I do not propose to-day
to ask the House to take any action in regard to the Lords amendments,
but in due course to adjourn this debate,"

